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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment/Reply 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of Reply filed April 24, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. For example, the claimed limitations (as set forth in independent claims): 

"if no item identification information is received from both the barcode label and 
the radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the 
attempting step, activating a bad read indicator to produce a single bad read indication by 
the checkout device; and 

if item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting 
step, activating a good read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the 
checkout device." 

which are not supported by the specification. Contrary to the claimed limitations as set 
forth above, many parts of the specification state that the control circuitry indicates a single bad 
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read indication if the control circuitry fails to receive item information from at least one of the 
barcode label and the radio frequency identification label, and indicates a good read indication if 
the control circuitry receives item information from at least one of the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label. For example, on lines 18-27 of page 2: 

"The control circuitry activates a bad read indicator to indicate a single bad read 
indication if the control circuitry fails to receive item identification information from at least one 
of the barcode label and the radio frequency identification label, and activates a good read 
indicator to indicate a single good read indication if the control circuitry receives item 
identification information fi-om at least one of the barcode label and the radio fi-equency 
identification label." Or on lines 8-13 of page 7: 

"Indicator 37 includes a light assembly 70 or tone generator 72, or combination of both. 
Light assembly 70 may include a green light indicating that RFID label 14 or barcode label 28 
has been successfiiUy read and a red light indicating a failure of any label to be read. Tone 
generator 72 may produce a first tone for a successful reading and a second tone for a failure to 
read any label." 

Accordingly, the claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described/supported in 
the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 9-13 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reynolds et al. (US 6,286,762; hereinafter "Reynolds"). 

Re claim 9: Reynolds teaches a method of notifying an operator of a result of attempting 
to read a number of product labels (12, 12a, 12b, 24a, 24b in fig. 1) on an item (14) comprising 
the steps of 

a) attempting to read a barcode label (24a, 24b; col 17, lines 25-28) and a radio 
frequency identification label (12A, 12B; col. 3, lines 45-55) by a checkout device (10); 

b) if no item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a bad read indicator to produce a single bad read indication by the checkout device 
(red LEDS 84, 86 for unsuccessful or incomplete reading operation, such as red LED 84 
indicates a single bad reading of RFID tag and red LED 86 indicates a single bad reading of 
machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc., see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
41+; and figure 3. That is, red LEDs (84 and 86) are activated/illuminated if both the RFID tag 
and the barcode label are unsuccessfully read); and 

c) if item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the radio 
frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a good read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the checkout device 
(green LEDs 76, 78 for successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single 
good reading of RFID tag and green LED 78 indicates a single good reading of machine read 
code, see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3. That is, green LEDs (76 and 78) are 
activated/illuminated if both the RFID tag and the barcode label are successfully read.). 
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Re claim 10: Reynolds teaches the step of activating a bad read light indicator to produce 
a single bad read indication (i.e., illuminating red LED 84, 86 in response to a unsuccessful or 
incomplete read operation of the RFED tag 12a, 12b and/or bar code 24a, 24b; see col 6, lines 
65+; col. 7, lines 58+; and figures 2-3). 

Re claims 1 1 and 13: the checkout device 10 further includes an audio indicator 64 for 
audibly indicating bad read operation (see col. 13, lines 43+; and figure 2). 

Re claim 12: Reynolds teaches the step of activating a good read Ught indicator to 
produce a single good read indication (i.e., illuminating green LED 76, 78 in response to a 
successful read of the RFID tag 12a, 12: or bar code 24a, 24b) (see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
55+; and figures 2-3.) 

Re claims 15-16: Reynolds teaches a system for notifying an operator of a result of 
attempting to read a number of product labels on an item comprising: 

a barcode reader (32); 

a radio frequency identification label reader (30); 

a good read indicator (green LEDs 76, 78 for successful reading operation, such as green 
LED 76 indicates a single good reading of RFID tag and green LED 78 indicates a single good 
reading of machine read code, see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3); 

a bad read indicator (red LEDS 84, 86 for unsuccessful or incomplete reading operation, 
such as red LED 84 indicates a single bad reading of RFED tag and red LED 86 indicates a single 
bad reading of machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc., see col 6, lines 
65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3); and 
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control circuitry for notifying an operator of a result of attempting to read a barcode label 
and a radio frequency identification label on an item with the barcode reader and the radio 
frequency identification label reader (i.e., flashing yellow LEDs, such as LED 80 for RFBD tag 
and flashing yellow LED 82 for bar code, see col. 7, lines 41+ and figure 2), 

wherein the control circuitry activates a bad read indicator to produce a single bad read 
indication if the control circuitry fails to receive item identification information from both the 
barcode label and the radio frequency identification label (see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 55+; 
and figures 2-3.), and 

wherein the control circuitry activates a good read indicator to produce a single good read 
indication if the control circuitry receives items identification information from both the barcode 
label and the radio frequency identification label (see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, hnes 55+; and 
figures 2-3,). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of tliis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. PatentabiUty shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reynolds in view 
of Minasy et al. (US 5,121,103; hereinafter "Minasy"). 

Reynolds teaches a method of notifying an operator of a result of attempting to read a 
number of product labels (12, 12a, 12b, 24a, 24b in fig. 1) on an item (14) comprising the steps 
of: 
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b) attempting to read a barcode label (24a, 24b; col. 17, lines 25-28) and a radio 
frequency identification label (12A, 12B; col. 3, lines 45-55) by a checkout device (10); 

c) if no item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a bad read indicator to produce a single bad read indication by the checkout device 
(red LEDS 84, 86 for unsuccessful or incomplete reading operation, such as red LED 84 
indicates a single bad reading of RFBD tag and red LED 86 indicates a single bad reading of 
machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc., see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
41+; and figure 3); and 

d) if item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the radio 
frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a good read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the checkout device 
(green LEDs 76, 78 for successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single 
good reading of RFED tag and green LED 78 indicates a single good reading of machine read 
code, see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3). 

Reynolds fails to teach or fairly suggest the step of receiving an indication that the item 
has passed over by a checkout device, 

Minasy teaches a checkout device 14, 16 having an antenna 34 mounted in or adjacent to 
the counter 20 of the cash register 24 to alert the clerk when the system has detected the passage 
of checkout item (see col. 5, lines 60+; and figure 1). 

It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the checkout device having an antenna that detects the 
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passage of checkout item in the checkout device of Reynolds in order to ensure the reading 
operation of all product items that passed over the checkout device. 

Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments filed April 24, 2006 (page 5+) have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Reynolds teaches red LEDs (84, 86) for unsuccessfiil or incomplete reading 
operation, such as red LED 84 indicates a single bad reading of RFED tag and red LED 86 
indicates a single bad reading of machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc. 
That is, red LEDs (84 and 86) are activated/illuminated if both the RFID tag and the barcode 
label are unsuccessfully read, which meets the limitation "if no item identification information is 
received from both the barcode label and the radio frequency identification label by the checkout 
device in response to the attempting step, activating a bad read indicator to produce a single bad 
read indication by the checkout device," Reynolds also teaches green LEDs (76 and 78) for 
successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single good reading of RFID tag 
and green LED 78 indicates a single good reading of machine read code. That is, LEDs (76 and 
78) are activated if both the RFID tag and the barcode label are successfully read, which meets 
the limitation "if item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a good read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the checkout 
device." Accordingly, given its broadest reasonable interpretation, the examiner respectfiilly 
believes that Reynolds and Minasy meet the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G, Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




KDN 

June 22, 2006 



